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can be pointed at directly, I cannot indicate in
my case."

It was with some excitement that young Sibelius
awaited the moment when his strict teacher would
get to know the G minor quintet, written indepen-
dently of his actual studies.

The confrontation proved happier than he had
dared to hope.

" In spite of his orthodoxy in musical questions,
Becker displayed surprising understanding. I put
my quintet before him and he studied it with great
interest. In the andante movement the old man
was really moved. It did not seem at all unpleasant
to him to find that the young man had been up to
other things besides writing fugues in a strict
style."